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UNITED STATES Lif Elects Fry President 


(Minneapolis, Minnesota) - Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the World Council of Churches, has been elected the third president 
of the lutheran World Federation at its Assembly in session in Minneapolis from 
August 15 to 25. 


Dr. Fry, who is also president of the United Lutheran Church in America, 
was unopposed for the office, He will head the cooperative activities of the 
Federation's 61 member churches in 32 countries during the next five years. 


At the same time, the 275 delegates elected 19 representatives to serve 
with Dr. Fry as the Executive Committee of the LiF, Among them was the retired 
president of the Federation, Bishop Hanns lilje of Hannover, Germany, Others 
elected include: Dr. Rudolf Weeber, Bishop Friedrich-Wilhelm Krummacher, Bishop 
Herman Dietz-Felbinger and Dr. Herman Schanze from Germany; Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli, 
Norway; Bishop Bo Giertz, Sweden; the Rev. Berge E. Andersen, Denmark; Dr. Osmo 
THLil’, Finland; Bishop Lajos Ordass, Hungary; Mr. Etienne Jung, Church of 
Alsace and Lorraine; Dr. Ernesto Schlieper, Brazil; Mr. Emmanuel Abraham, 
Ethiopia; Bishop Rajah B, Manikam, Indias the Rev. Karimuda Sitompul, Indonesia; 
Dr. Oscar A. Benson, Dr. Henry F. Schuh, Dr. Fr3drik A. Schiotz, Mr, Harold 
Midtbo, United States. 


To Study Roman Catholicism 


On the second day of the Assembly, the LiF announced that it is planning to 
undertake a study of "entire complex of Roman Catholicism". Dr. Carl E, Lund- 
Quist, LiF executive secretary, reported that the Executive Committee has approved 
a request for one year of research into the question of the establishment of an 
institute "for the study of Roman Catholic theology which emphasises the necessity 
for a thorough theological encounter with the Roman Catholic Church", 


Dr. Lund-Quist announced that the German National Committee for the LiF, re- 
presenting member churches in Germany, has presented a memorandum on "the establisi- 
ment of an institute for the study of the Roman Catholic Church", 
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‘ "Tt should be emphasised that such an instituteas an institution of the 
iutheran World Federation will not deal with the local situation in the first 
place, but on behalf of world Lutheranism it should be concerned with the entire 
complex of Roman Catholicism," Dr, Lund-Quist told the delegates. 


"The Executive Committee sees the importance of this task, and is planning 
to call a capable theologian who is to study the possibilities of this plan and 
make his proposals after one year," 


The memorandum which the German National Committee submitted to the LwF 
Executive Committee set forth as reasons for establishment of the institute: 


"The present situation of the church of the lutheran Reformation and the 
Roman Catholic Church caused a great number of European (particularly German) - 
church leaders and professors of theology to declare the project of establish- 
ing an institute for the study of confessions as necessary and to support the 


request of the German National Committee. We are convinced that the plan sub- 
mitted will also find approval in other parts of the world. 


"The ecumenical task of the Lutheran Church as a church of 'catholicity! 
lies especially in the field of discussion with the Roman Catholic Church, for 
historical and theological development has placed the Lutheran Church in opposi- 
tion to it. 


"We should be guilty if we would fail here to give witness of truth and 
love. We cannot overlook the fact that many Catholic theologians see in the 
lutheran Church their essential partner for discussion and try to clarify their 
own theology by comparing it with that of Lutheranism. During the coming years 
discussions with the Roman Catholic Church should not and must not be avoided," 


Bishop Lilje expressed the hope that other Protestant groups and the World 
Council of Churches would participate in the work of the planned institute. 


International Problems Discussed 


In its discussion of international questions, the LiF adopted suggestions 
made by the World Council of Churches at the meeting of its Central Committee 
earlier in the month at New Haven, Connecticut (see EPS No. 29, 30). One of the 
leading American Lutherans, Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, executive secretary of the 
Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, presented a programme to 
the Assembly demanding the prohibition of the production and testing of atomic 
weapons, genuine freedom for racial and religious minorities and the extension 
of assistance to underdeveloped countries. 


Dr, Nolde also criticised the U.S. Congress for reducing substantially the 
amount of United States foreign aid. He asked the American participants in the 
Iutheran world meeting to use their influence to reverse the decision, which is, 
he said, contrary to the responsible concern for peace and the well-being of 
other people, 


Indian Lutheran Bishop Rajah Manikam declared that without U.S. financial 
help India was bound to fall into the hands of Communism within the next five 
years. "We cannot wait five or ten years for this help", he said, "for the masses 
ask for the basic rights of life," 
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Missionary Programme Intensified 


The Assembly decided to intensify the Federation's missionary programme for 
Africa and Asia. The project, which was urged by Bishop Manikam, speaking for the 
younger churches in Asia and Africa, provides for extending help in several 
respects, The project will aim at establishing more independent indigenous 
churches, training indigenous clergymen and increasing financial support. 


In view of the political and religious developments in Asia and Africa, it 
is also necessary for the churches to develop Christian publicity in these areas, 
Bishop Manikam said, expecially in radio and filn, 


Along the same line, Dr. F, Birkeli, former director of the Li's Depart- 
ment of World Mission, advocated using modern technical methods for evangelisa- 
tion, and said that every mission station and every young church in Asia and 
Africa needs extensive radio work. "The political propaganda pénstates into 
each continent, into almost every village. Where is the voice of the Church?" 
he asked, 


The LWF is planning a second All-Africen Iutheran Conference in 1960 in 
Antsirabe, Madagascar, and a second All-Asian Iutheran Conference in 1961 in 
Sumatra, To give pastors from young churches the chance to gain experience in 
international church work, the Commission for World Mission has decided to 
have an African or an Asian come to its Geneva staff each year. 


Bishop Ordass Speaks 


Speakers during the 10-day assembly included Bishop Otto Dibelius and 
Bishop F.i/. Krummacher of Germany and Bishop Lajos Ordass of Hungary, Bishop 
Ordass spoke to a crowd of 10,000 persons overflowing the Minneapolis Audi- 
torium on the opening day of the Assembly, describing himself as "an aging 
disciple of Christ... who would give a personal testimony to his Lord and 
Saviour, Bishop Ordass, primate of the Lutheran Church in Hungary, was in 
prison for 20 months and under home arrest for six years before his release 
last October, just prior to the revolution, 


Bishop Krummacher from the DDR told the 275 delegates and 600 visitors that 
oppressed and persecuted church members who have to prove their faith under the 
pressure of a totalitarian regime should not be pitied, They have the privilege 
of being "a troop of the vanguard of Christian hope", he said. 


Theological Studies for Coming Year 


Theological studies of the LWF during the coming year will be concentrated 
on the subject of "The lutheran confession and its significance in life today". 
At the same time, discussions on the general theme of the Assembly, "Christ Frees 
and Unites", will also be continued. 


New Members Admitted 


Four church bodies in four different countries were admitted into full 
membership by the Federation. The members are the Evangelical lutheran Church 
of Oldenburg, Germany; the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Hong Kong; the luther= 
an Church of Mexico; and the llekane Yesus Evangelical Church in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia. Together the churches have more than a half-million communicants. 
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Sovik Named World Mission Head 


Dr. Arne Sovik, an American, was named director of the LiF's Department of 
World Missions, succeeding Dr. Fridtjov Birkeli of Norway, who had resigned to 
become director of the Norwegian Mission Society. Dr. Sovik, 38, has been assis- 
tant director of the department for the past two years. 


Assembly Adopts Declaration of Principle 


The Assembly closed on Sunday, August 25, with the adoption of a declaration 
of principle, which will be sent to the 61 member churches, The declaration said, 
among other things, that the Lutheran churches do not shut their eyes to the 
claims of the present, as far as they are in harmony with the bible. Lutherans 
are also ready to have conversations and closer relations with other Christian 
confessions, the declaration said, and recommended the study of Catholic theology 
and practice in order to promote an exchange of iders. 


Lem ye 
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Leading figures from other international Christian organisations brought 
greetings to the Assembly, including Dr. w.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, and Dr. Marcel Pradervand, general secretary 


of the world Presbyterian Alliance. HePeSe, Geneva 
UNITED STATES world Presbyterian Leaders Meet 


(Stony Point, N.Y.) - An international conference on "ecumenical denominationalism" 
in relation to the ecumenical movement has been urged by the executive committee 
of the world Presbyterian Alliance at its meeting this month in Stony Point, New 
LO» 


A spokesman for the Presbyterian and Reformed leaders said the committee 
felt a need to warn world denominational groups against engaging in activities 
which conflict with these of the world Council of Churches. 


Noting that world denominational groups were increasing their work, he 
said that such groups included, besides the World Presbyterian Alliance, the 
Baptist World Alliance, the World Methodist Council, the Lutheran World Federa- 
tion, the World Anglican Congress and the World Convention of Churches of Christ. 


The committee representative said the churchmen believed the proposed con- 
ference should discuss how such groups can continue to grow without conflicting 
with the World Council of Churches. 


In other action, the committee made plans for a widespread evangelistic 
campaign in Letin America in the summer of 1959. The campaign will be launched 
befere the Alliance's 18th General Council meeting in Campinas, Brazil, on July 
27 — August 6, 1959, and will continue after its close. It will feature preach- 
ing missions, youth and lay seminars, pastors’ institutes and lectures. 

HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Catholics Attack Central Committee Proposal 


(Washington, D.C.) — Some Roman Catholic leaders in the United States have made 
statements expressing "amazement and dismay" over a study of religious liberty 
voted by the Central Committee of the Jorld Council of Churches at its recent 
meeting in New Haven, Connecticut (see EPS No. 30). 
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The wCC Central Committee instructed "the Executive Committee to arrange 
fer a study to be made of problems of religious liberty arising in Roman Catholic 
and other countries", 


Among the Roman Catholic leaders criticising the study were ilr, Martin J. 
Work, executive director of the National Council of Catholic Men; the Rev. John 
EK, Kelly, director of the Bureau of Information of the National Catholic Welfare 
Council; and Miss Margaret llealey, executive secretary of the National Council 


of Catholic Women, 


The Bureau of Information of the NOWC said: "ishile recognising the steady- 
ing influence of Lutheran Bishop Hanns lilje of Germany, Anglican Archbishop 
Geoffrey F. Fisher of England and Episcopalian Bishop Angus Dun of Washington, 
D.C., resulting in a toned-down resolution, great damage has been done to : 
Catholic-Protestant relationships throughout the world, Even the final resolu- 
ee skein out Catholic countries for investigation will have an unfortunate 
effect. 


(Dr. Fisher introduced the approved resolution after Methodist Bishop Sante 
Uberto Barbieri of Argentina, a council president, had made a plea for a strong 
council condemnation of persecution of Protestants in predominantly Catholic 
countries. Bishop lilje, who recently returned from a trip to Colombia (see EPS 
No. 28), said the new government there is "trying to keep the problem in the 
limits of the constitution, He said that "other means of action" might be "even 
more effective than just a resolution". Bishop Dun also advocated a more moderate 
stand on the issue, During the discussion, Pastor Charles westphal of the Reformed 
Church of France said he thought "it should be observed that there are lands in 
which the Roman Catholics are the majority in which there is no oppression", ) 


Karlier, the Central Committee had adopted a statement on religious liberty 
proposed by Father Georges Florovsky. It said: "The Central Committee of the 
World Council of Churches reaffirms its stand in the matter of religious liberty 
and requests the officers and staff to support its member churches in all situa~ 
tions in which the liberty of the church is politically or otherwise infringed 


or imperilled," BePeSe, Geneva 
GREECK New Archbishop to Raise Clergy Standards 


(Athens) - The newly-elected Greek Orthodox Archbishop Theoclitos of Athens and 
All Greece has pledged himself to work to raise the educational qualifications 

of the clergy and to improve their living standards, At the-same time, he promised. 
to oppose any "illegal and unreasonable" proselytism by non—Orthodox groups in 
Greece, 


Speaking at a service of enthronement in the Athens Cathedral, Archbishop 
Theoclitos said that "we pledge that we shall spend all our strength in the 
service of our church, adding nothing to, substracting nothing from and alter 
ing nothing of its doctrine... 

"Nothing has been done in these times to raise the qualifications of the 
clergy to the proper standard or to increase the salaries of the clergy... We 
believe that the spiritual and moral progress of our society is based upon a 
properly educated and adequately paic clergy." 

Referring to the activities of other religious bodies in Greece, the arch~ 
bishop said: "We will effectively face illegal and unreasonable proselytism by 
non-Orthodox sects who take advantage of the poverty and ignorance of some Greek 
Orthodox Christians," 
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Archbishop Theoclitos added that the Orthodox Church in Greece and he him- 
self in particular, will “support the struggle of the Cypriot people, who are 
fighting for their liberation", 


The new archbishop was elected to succeed Archbishop Dorotheos, who died in 


Stockholm, Sweden, on July 26. E.P.S., Geneva 
GERMANY Synod Defends Hast-West Contacts 


Because the exchange visits between Evangelical and Orthodox churches in 
Hastern Europe have given rise in Western Germany to disputes and attacks (see 
EPS No. 19), the Synod of the Evangelical Church in the Rhineland has issued a 
statement saying that the visits "serve to strengthen Christian communities in 
the countries", 


Speaking through its Committee for Public Relations, the synod, whose re- 
presentatives have taken part in the visits, declared: 


"The exchange visits with the Eastern churches serve to strengthen Chris- 
tian communities in these countries, contribute to mutual understanding and 
knowledge, and give an opportunity to discuss how to master tasks which the 
churches on either side of the Iron Curtain have to face... In a world divided 
into two spheres the Church can go its way only if it pays attention to the 
way of the sister church," 


The visits between churches, continued the statement, do not imply recogni- 
tion of the church authorities in the HKastern countries, but are an act of 
brotherly love toward the congregations. However, the way to the congregations 
in the East necessarily goes past the existing officials in the church, but 
"the congregations understand this and agree with this way even if they find 
themselves in ecclesiastical opposition to their church authorities". 


The statement said observations had led to the conclusion that Christian 
prayer and biblical word has been preserved and is exercised and heard unaltered 
bu the Russian Orthodox Church in its liturgical order, "Beyond political naivety 
and political frivolity the Evangelical community may and must go its way to its 


brethren near and far in the love of Christ," WeP.Se, Geneva 
FRANCE Flood-Stricken Area Continues to Get Help 


Help continues to come to the villagers in the stricken Queyras area in the 
French Alps, where floods in June destroyed buildings and innundated farm and 
pasture land (see EPS Nos, 25, 26). 


More than 60 volunteers have been working in Queyras during the summer, 25 
of them members of a Jorld Council of Churches ecumenical work team, The team, 
which had originally been scheduled to work at St. Prix near Paris, was moved 
at the last minute to Queyras by Jacques Beaumont of CIMADE, lwhen he discovered 
that a work permit had not been secured for St. Prix he made the necessary arrange- 
ments to move the team to Queyras. 


Under the direction of CIMADE, another international and interdenominational 
group of 35 volunteers was also at work in the area, In Ristolas, they dug away 
glacial silt from around houses. Five houses and several barns have already been 
completely cleared of debris. 
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At Villevieille, Pastor Casalis is leading a group of students who have 
come to help, A centre of young workmen in Grenoble, France, is sending a team 
to stay for two months and help clear fields. The group will work under the 
direction of Pastor Bernard Gentil, CIMADE has put a bulldozer at their disposal. 
Pastor Jacques Cadier is directing similar work at Arvieux, 


When the disaster struck the area in June, it was agreed that WCC aid 
should be carried out by CIMADE, the French ecumenical relief agency. 


Other aid in the area has been given by 25 French Boy Scouts, an army 
company that has repaired roads and bridges, and teams of the International 
Civil Service that have started to clean up houses at Ceillac, 

. BePeSe, Geneva 


GERMANY Sacrificial Offering Asked for world's Hungry 


(Berlin) - Evangelical, Roman Catholic and Jewish leeders have appealed to 
German citizens to sacrifice one meal each week and give the money saved to the 
needy people in areas of distress around the world. Plans call for the first 
contributions to be used to build a home for aged people and to buy a bulldozer 
for a rural community in India. 


"Eight hundred million people must live a whole year on as little as a 
German spends on his food and clothing during one month," said the appeal, 
which was signed by President Hildebrandt, of the Berlin office of the Evan- 
eelical Church of the Union, and other church representatives. The appeal asks 
for a regular "sacrifice" and not "charity". The churchmen said that "the 
nations which have become self-conscious and are living in a process of rapid 
social change will accept our share only if they feel real solidarity". The 
appeal was drawn up at a meeting of the Evangelical Academy in Berlin. 


Several gifts have already been received and several public figures have 
endorsed the appeal, including the Lord-liayor of Berlin, Mr. Otto Suhr. 
E.P.S., Geneva 


BELGIAN CONGO News Notes from the Belgian Congo 


News received from the Congo indicates that the Protestant Council of the 
Congo is hesitant to vote in favour of the merger of the International Mission- 
ary Council and the World Council of Churches, Most of the missions working in 
the Congo are members of the Protestant Council, including Anglicans, Baptists, - 
Disciples of Christ, Menninites, Presbyterians, Methodists, Brethren and Episco~ 
pals. Some groups have stated publicly that if the union is approved, they will 
withdraw from the Protestant Council. The majority of the large missionary 
societies at work in the Belgian Congo are, however, offsprings of churches 
which participate actively in the work of the World Council of Churches. 
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Sessions of the Protestant Council of the Congo are no longer held just in 
English, but also in French, one of the two official languages of the Belgian 
Congo, (The other official language is Flemish.) This development, officials 
say, is due to the growing importance of the Congolese in church matters, At 
the last annual session of the council, sixteen delegates participated for the 
first time and had equal standing with the white delegates. Commented the Rev. 
John liorrison of Leopoldville, for 38 years a missionary with the American 
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Presbyterian Mission: "After 48 years of missionary work, the Christian message 
has reached more than half of the population of the Congo, either through the 
churches, the schools or Roman Catholic or Protestant missions... The time has 
come to make more room for Africans in the direction of the church in the Congo." 


% 4% 


According to Dr. Gaines lM. Cook, executive secretary of the International 
Convention of the Disciples of Christ, missionary work in the Congo has great 
difficulty because of the lack of literature in the native languages. In an 
attempt to improve the situation, Envol, the large Protestant illustrated review 
of the Congo, will soon appear in three languages of the Congo - Kikongo, Lingala 
‘and Tschiluba. The French edition of Envol, which is published at Leopoldville, 
has a circulation of 40,000 and is widely read by Congolese who understand French, 


In addition, the Evangelical library of the Congo at Leopoldville regularly 
publishes literature in about 20 African languages as well as in French, Inglish 
and Portuguese. A 50,000-copy edition in Kikongo of a hymnbook is in preparation, 
which will contain about a thousand hymns. 


According to statistics, there are 2 million Protestants in the Belgian 
Congo, out of a total population of 12 million, bePeSe, Geneva 


News From the YwCA 


Belgium: For the second time, the YWCA of Belgium has brought a worker from 
abroad to Belgium, as its contribution to the mutual aid service of the world 
Alliance, A small association in a small country, the Belgian Y/CA says it cannot 
offer "either gold or money" but thinks the visits contribute to international 
understanding by encouraging contacts among youths. In Belgium for a stay of 
several months is a young YWCA secretary from Egypt. In 1955~56, Belgium received 
a social worker from the YWCA in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Hong Kong: With the help of Church world Service, the YiCA of Hong Kong is 
opening a new hostel for teachers, nurses, office employees, factory workers, 
sales women, etc., offering room and board in accordance with individual incomes, 
There are five other such hostels in Hong Kong, 


Philippines: Encouraging results have been reported by the YWCA in Manila, 
which supports four social centres helping needy persons earn a living. The 
small industries begun by the YWCA are varied: pig raising, colportage, making 
paper bags, sewing. Sewing machines, a gift of Church World Service, are used by 
4,500 women to mend and make clothing. The women pay a modest fee to cover the 
upkeep of the machines. HeP.S., Geneva 


in Brief 


The British weekly, 7l-year-old non-denominational "Christian journal of 
news and comment'', has been turned over to the Committee on Publications of the 
Church of Scotland as a gift by the publishers, the British Weekly Company. 
The paper was offered to the Church of Scotland after the announcement was made 
that the present editor of the paper, uhe Hev. Shaun Herron, had resigned to 
return to the pastorate, The Church of Scotland Committee on Publications also 
took over the policy statement of the paper, which includes the words, "This 
paper is free from any specific party allegiance or obligation. In church affairs 
it is no party paper, but it has stood, and will stand, within the main Evangelical 
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and Reformed tradition." Commented Editor Herron: "Nothing that has happened to 
the British Weekly in my time as the editor has made me happier than this," 
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On July 30, the new modern Bible house of the Argentina Bible Society was 
opened. Taking part in the opening ceremonies for the house, which is located in 
the centre of Buenos Aires, was Mr, Oliver Béguin, general secretary of the 
United Bible Society. Dr, Ivan Nothdurf, for many years a worker in the Methodist 
Church in lima, Peru, is the new secretary of the Argentina Bible Society. 


The biggest evangelical mission radio station in Asia, "The Call of the 
Orient" in Manila, will soon start operating a 50,000-watt short wave transmitter. 
To date, only "The Voice of the Andes" in Quito, Ecuador, the oldest mission 
stathmon, had such a strong short wave transmitter, The Far Hast Broadcasting 
Company, which runs the Manila station, is planning to build a 100,00-watt middle 
wave transmitter on Okinawa. 


ZY wis 


Money given during ecumenical youth intercession services in September and 
October will be sent by the Swiss-German Evangelical Youth Conference to support 
joint training of youth leaders in Ghana, which is being carried on by the Anglican, 
Reformed, Baptist and Methodist Churches, the Salvation Army and the YMCA, Last 
year offerings at the intercession services yielded nearly 10,000 Swiss francs 
($2, 300) which were given to Evangelical youth of Spain. 
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Brazil, "the largest Catholic country in the world" could become a "big 
Protestant country" in several decades, according to Roman Catholic Bishop 
Agnello Bossil. In a recent statement he appealed to Roman Catholics to do all 
they can to stop the progress of Protestant "heresy". In 1954, 2 million Bra- 
gilians were Protestants. Today, he said, four or five million Brazilians are 
under direct or indirect Protestant influence. 
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Barely two years after the cornerstone was laid, the three storey Evangelical 
Hospital at Montevideo, Uruguay, has been opened. The Evangelical Churches in 
Uruguay collected money for 25 years for the hospital. It was built without any 
financial help from abroad. 
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The sssembly of the Confederation of Churches in the Rio de la Plata area 
has authorised the setting up of a national Federation of Churches in Argentina 
similar to the Federation of Churches in Uruguay formed last year (see EPS No. 


27). 
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An evangelical radio station with the call letters WIVV has been established 
on the island of Viegues on the east coast of Puerto Rico. The seventieth evan- 
gelical station in South America and the first for Puerto Rico, it belongs to 
the Kalvarien Baptist Mission. HeP.S.e, Geneva 
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